
As I continued on lny rvalk, I
lvas consrantlv thn*ing abolr rhis
b ig gfcdr  ldr lo  rhat  I  had
discovered, wonderirg a.hat it woukl
mcraororphose in lo.  l t  wasn' t  unt i l  I
re turned to the lodge,  found a
compuler ,  and searched on th€
intcrxct lbr inlbf arion on a larg€
spiny grcen c:atcfp i l ld f " ,  lha l  I
dc lc fnr jned rh is  s l ) iny cfeaiufe was
a spccics of t l ic  Gidnt  Si lk  N4olh i  l l re
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though thc air'. BLri t|e catenrillars
can be jLNt as stunning and inlerest
ing to *.atch even il Lhey take th€
lorms of alien-like creatufes.

Most  .a l .er | i l la fs  have
deleloped several neans of dclc sc.
] 'he i r  appearance can sc. re awaY
predatofs or thcy m€y choose to
fe lease tox i ls  on conl€c l .  lhe
bfisht 8r.cn lO Nloth laNae are
covered l r i th  c lustcfs  o l  shar l  s l ing '

into the tropicaljrurgles to fi l exol.ic
wildlile. This beautiful caterpill.f
was in the foliasc bcsnie a counlf)
foad jLrst  onts id€ a smal l  coasta l
viLlagc in Cosia Bica.

i t  wds edf l !  a f temoon.  I  decided
lo lake a walk to eDjoy arothcr
bcautifi,l r nnr and hot day. With no
set  d i fect ions,  I  lcJ l  (he

lodgc rrrd hcaded along
the duslv road snNelirlg
thc cn oaclring veg€ta-
t ior  of  p lor ts ,  shnrhs

I  kct ) l  c lose (o Ihe
edge of thc roo(l g(11ilg
ns {rlosc tu lh( r0rdside
grccn€r)  as Possib le,
sooml Lg lbf any lvPes
ol i f lor r  ord launn lhal  I

As I  fouowc( l  t l ( '
w i l l ( lnrg fo id l l f  lh fough
i l  i l .nsc lores l ,  sonre-
th ing cnughi  Dry cyo,  On
seveln l  leovcs l , ig
chunks lvefe n ' jss i r ig .

l ) n f i n g  l l ' e

br ight  g lar , r i

This  was e! iden.e th. t .  hungry
croaturo lhd beon i r  lhe sren or ,  lor
all I kn€w, might still be hefe. i iook
a .rlosef look into thc logetation,
scanning ea.h pLant, vinc and busli.
Bran.h by branch, lcaf by lcaf I
examined thc aroo,  hoping lhal
whalever ate the juicy leaves would

' lhor . ,  i l  was,  moi ionlessi  a
spiny grecn carupillar 0boul eighl
or so ceniimeters in length, clinging
onlo a s l .em of  a leaf .  Iwasamazed
thol I lbund this catefpillaf her.,
a grccn cfealure fes l . ing on a

ere€n lesf  on a green p lant  on
lhe edge of a green forest. I had

a calerpillor onything
like rhis on any of my prcvious hikcs

coloful medilrn sizc Autonralistrr lo

I luvc yct to scc tlt. adull lO
Nloth. Since nloihs are primarily
roctunal ,  a  n ighl  excu's ion l rould be
rcqun'ed 1(J li lhis impressive nroth

wlrdr I found tl'is spiny green
caterpillar, I fifsi thouglrt it $'ould bc
a butterfl! la.vae since Costa Rica is
know for its si.unning butterflies; the
brilliant bluc nrorph, the large owl
cye buttodly of thc tfamslucerll glass
winscd Luttcrry. I never thoughr of a
moth at the time. Yet in this sniall
Centfal Amedcan courtfy there are
over 8,000 species of noths.

We all love to watch the fiagile
beaul! of colouful butrerflies and
lltoths as they fluller gr€cefully

' lhese moth laNac dro voracioos
enters, devou ng oDd storing Dutri
ents fof  usc i r  l . tu  s t rg0s o l

otamorphosis.  They consune a
vr f ic ty  oJ p lanl  lenves,  not
dependdrt  upon a cerrn in p innt
sfcc ios as nrnny bul l .e f l ies afe.  Tbis
allows theni to livo ir d vdfictv ol
hdlrir.ols rhus disfibuted in a $'i.lc
geographi.al region. There afe nrary
subspccies of the I(l Nloth located
f.om the southcrn rcgiors of
Canada, doNn throtrgh thc United
Staies and thfoughout  Centro l

The Auiome s ILI Caterpillar . . .
a non siop eating laNae . . . a brigl)l
grcen spiny cre€iure . . . a beautilul
but toxic catcfpillar. ca
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