The Jaguar

ts name caught mwy attention; The JTagoar Rescue Center

In particular the word Jagnar, the most fierce and

danoerous mammal in the forests of Costa Rica. | had
never seen one moall my travels theoonglom Costa Bica.
Mavhe this was the day,

The Jaguar Bescie Center s located in the wetland
rainforests just outside the town of Puerto Viejo along the
Caribbean coastline of Costa The
established by two devoted natorealists, Encar who is an

Hica, center was
expert on amammals and her hoshand Sandreo who s an
expert on reptiles. The rescue center was created as a vesult
ol locals finding  injured and misteated  animals  and
hringing them to the couple’s home, Coe of the Tiest animals
hrought to the center was a Jaguar. Although this heautiful

wild eat did not survive, it did inspire Encar to create the

penter aml its name.

The Jagnar Resene Center is a rescue facility, [ s o
a zoo, It is not a wildlife sanctoary, The center's main goals
ave swnmed up by 3RBs; vesene, rehabilitate and release,
Injured, wistreated
abandoned babies are accepted at the center. Medical

and  conliscated  animals  and
attention is provided to save the animal's life, to restore
them to proper health and with Tull intention of eventogl
reintroduction back into their namieal habitat, This is only
a temporary home for the snimals onless the animal s
injured so severcly it would not be able to defend itself or
escape fram potential predatoes ont in the wild,

Muost animals that are beouglt to the center are the
result of human development and related issues affecting
the beautiful and  fragile ecosvstems for these wild
creatures. One of the hipgest issues facing wild animals 15
the harm caused hy electric power lines running through
forests connecting to homes, hotels and restaurants, It s
easy for monkeys or sloths o go from a branch o an
electrical wire, which i1s not one hundred percent insalared,
resulting in injuey o death for the animal.
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Ancther huge problem is domestic dogs. Peaple in e
area own big agpressive dogs o protect their homes and
property and they allow them to run free in the towns and
region. When o dog attacks o monkey or sloth, they have
livthe e fense.

Here are a few of the close encounters and incredible
experiences | had during my visit st the Jagoar Rescoe
Center,

SNAKES

The Snake Exhibit displayvs a variety of snakes of all col-
ors anil sizes. The purpose of the snake exhibit at the center

is for education and reprodoction. Many snakes are killed

unnecessarily due to people's lack of knowledse, Locals need

ter be educated on what, where, and how to deal with snakes,
Also public awareness of the ecological impact that snakes
have on ccosystems needs to be known, OF the 140 species
ol snakes living in Costa Rica, 40 are venomous, [ was shown
several of the poisonous snakes and learned the main cha-
acteristics of each; the bushmaster (second largest venomons
siake i the world), the fere de lanee (most dangerous snake
in Costa Rica) and the highly venomouos eyelash pit viper.
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TREE FROGS

Tl Frog Pomd was created 1o provide o uatureal
habiitat fowe the reproduction of tree frogs which were
becoming extinet in the area. Alongside the pond prow
plants where the females would lay their soos, When the

eges hiatched, the newborn tadpoles would lall into the
pond where they continne their next growth phase. This is
the only period the tree frog spends in the water, Onee
reaching mamrity, it will spend the rest of its life in the
teees. Probably the maost stunning tree frogs arve the Red
Eved Tree Frogs. Encar, one ginide was able 1o locate
several of these colowrful frogs on the underside of nearby
leaves. When they are sleeping, they hecome well
camonflaged creastures appearing move like a green bump
on the leal unnoticeable to its predators.

Inear picked up one for the group 1o get a closer look.
She allowed us to hold this precious lirde creamiree, e
Brrcmime s swnke and mobile moving on preaples Tiamils
and arms. All the vibrant colors wers now visible: the
bright ovange suction cupped feet, the blue patehes along
the side of its body amd the hig deep red eves. Without
notice it took a hop onte a person's shoulder. Then the
little frog leapt onto the front of my shirt securely hanging
on with those orange suction cupped feet.

HOWLER MONKEYS

At the Jaguar Rescue Center, visitors are allowed to go
into the monkey enclosure for ten to [ilteen minotes where
the group can interact with the 12 voung monkeys, Tt was
like a kids play zone, Monkeys swinging on ropes, ronning
on waoden heams, and even climbing on people. One yvoung
howler liked to be caddled in a peeson's arms just like a
baby. Others wers full of enerpy, One hopped onto my
backpack which T was wearing at the time. Shoetly after,
another climbed up and sat on top of my head, 1t was a
thrill spending that short time with the young howlers, |
couldn’t take my camera into the monkey enclosure but |
will always have great memories of this amazing encounter.,

Visits with the howlers only oveur twice in the morning
during the two scheduled tour times, Tn the afternoons, the
monkeys are taken to the nearby fovest where they are ahle
to jurnp, climb and play in their natural habitat, There is an
outside troop of howler monkevs who interact with the
youngsters, IF they are mamre enough and are accepted
into the outside troop, they are free to go with that troop,

IF they are not ready or not accepred, they will retuen to the
center until the day that is right for them.

SLOTHS

Eocar led us o an area of the property where the
sloths were located, There were the two-doed and three
tisedl sloths, Tt was feeding time when we arvived, One of

the vohmisers was leeding s young twotoed sloth with

chunks of fruits and leaves. Encar picked op a baby
three-tosd to show us the distinguishing features bhetween
the two species of this unusual creatuce. Baby sloths nree
hrought to the Rescue Center when their mothers have
been killed, The center rakes care of the babies being o
maother figure until they are mature enough to survive on
thair o i the wilil.

This small pesene center is making an enormous iopeaic)
on the continned existence and survival of many wildlife
species in Costa Rica, With their big hearts and limiced
resomrees (all theongh private funding) they are making
great accomplishments.

I went into the Jaguar Rescue Coenter as a wildlife lover
and photographer with the intention of having close

encounters and taking close-up photographs of exotic
wilidlifi:.

I came out having had an amazing unigue experience
interacting with snme of Costa Hica's wild animals as well

as helping a very worthwhile cause. T left feeling inspired
anil excited knowing that there are special people making o
difference and impact for all creatures to share and co-exist
in this precious world we all call home. The Jaguar Tescue
Center's website (s www. jasuarrescue.com  ea
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